
 

 

 

 

According to Canon Law,  

every parish must have an active Parish Council.   

What makes for a successful                                       

Parish Pastoral Council? 

A Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative body of faithful           

parishioners, inspired by the Holy Spirit, to help the Pastor              

provide for the spiritual and social benefits of the Parish family.  

The Council examines all pastoral works and offers practical conclusions to insure greater conformity to the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.   

How many members comprise a good Parish Pastoral Council? 

Anywhere between 9 and 15 members, of which, the elected members chosen by the faithful, and serving a two year 

term should exceed the number of appointed members who would serve only a one year term  (For example, besides 

the Pastor, there could be nine elected members and six appointed members. )  

What does a Parish Pastoral Council member do? 

Examine:  By examining all that concerns the Pastor and his staff in serving the parish, the Parish Pastoral Council 

members identify significant  issues and studies them at the request of the Pastor and on their own initiative. 

Consider:  The Parish Pastoral Council member prayerfully ponders the data collected from the examination and 

tries to discern the how the Holy Spirit is inviting the parish to move forward.   

Recommend:  After examination and consideration, the council members make recommendations to the Pastor and 

to his staff, as to what should be done for the Parish in the present or future. 

How frequently does the Parish Pastoral Council meet? 

Full meetings of the Parish Pastoral Council will take place once every other month.  With the possibility of a 

smaller ad-hoc meeting taking place in between.  Ad-hoc meetings are  topical in nature, dealing with specifics so as 

to better formulate the agenda and efficacy of the full Parish Council meeting.   

What makes for a good Parish Pastoral Council member? 

 According to Canon law, a parish council member must be a member in full Communion with the                              

Catholic Church. (Having received all Sacraments) 

 Should exhibit good leadership skills and be at least 16 years old, be a person of prayer who desires personal 

spiritual growth 
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 A person who is open to teachings and laws of the Catholic Church 

 A person able to recognize the gifts of others and is willing to collaborate with others 

 A person who is confident about their own importance and is willing to accept ownership and responsibility of 

their parish 

 A person with good communication skills (listening, critical thinking, consensus building skills) 

What makes for good Parish Pastoral Council meetings? 

Parish Pastoral Council meetings are governed by the standing president, with assistance from the vice president, 

and secretary who are all elected by council members.  Using “Robert’s rules” meetings should follow the                

established agenda which is prepared by an ad-hoc committee.  Every parishioner is able to attend all council            

meetings.  Any parishioner can seek to introduce an agenda item only for the following full Council meeting.  

Prior to a full Council meeting, each member will be prepared with an agenda and a detailed ministry report and 

staff report.   

What makes for unsuccessful Parish Pastoral Council Meetings? 

 When the Pastor tries to dictate to the members what they should do 

 When members are simply selected by virtue of a leadership position in a parish organizations (ie: Finance 

Council, Liturgy Committee, Life & Justice Committee, etc.)   

 When there isn’t a well planned agenda, when the Council is over-burdened with parish organizational reports, 

and when Parish Council creates an adversarial atmosphere instead of respectful dialogue 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, please pray and consider nominating yourself or  

another person who you believe has the best interests of St. Mary Parish at heart.     

 

We will be accepting nominations over the next two weekends at Mass.  

(June 15th/16th and June 22nd/23rd).  Nomination cards will be available in the pews.               

Time will be taken to make your nomination during Mass.                                                                     

A box will be available in the Gathering Space for your nomination cards. 

           

          Thank you!        

           

          Fr. Paul 


